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PAWS San Diego County Fact Sheet 
Mission:  

 To provide comprehensive services for the therapeutic companion animals of low income persons 
who are elderly, disabled or chronically ill while serving as a resource for these often isolated and 
vulnerable individuals to access services that improve their well-being. 

 

Who We Serve:  
 690 Low income San Diegans who are elderly, disabled or chronically-ill and their 1,035 beloved pets.  

1. Submit proof of income 
2. Submit proof of age or Physcian/Case Manager Letter 
3. Present proof that their pet(s) are spayed or neutered  
4. Present proof that their pet(s) are current on vaccines 

 

What We Do:  
 Deliver a one month supply of pet food, litter, treats and supplies on the 3rd Saturday of each 

month. Currently more than 300 clients receive delivery, 60 pick-up their package from the office.  
 PAWS Pet Food Pantries: Working with Human Service Agencies (The West Senior Center, Special 

Delivery, The LGBT Center, The Angel’s Depot, Joslyn Senior Center, etc. we provide supplement 5 
or 10 lb bags of pet food for these agencies to distribute to their clients.  

 $200 in Veterinary Care Vouchers annually for our clients to take their pet(s) to the vet when they 
are sick or injured.  (We receive the bill from the Veterinarian & directly reimburse the Vet Office.)  

 Emergency Funds: Clients may apply for up to $500 in additional Veterinary Care Vouchers in the 
event of a serious emergency or life-saving animal surgery.  

 In-home services: dog walking, pet waste clean-up.  
 Free Flea Medication  
 Transportation to Veterinary appointments  
 Collaborations with other agencies to provide additional services to our clients: Free Doggie Good 

Citizen Classes by Tender Loving Canines. The Pet Network for discount/free annual vaccines.  
Client Applicants are referred to SNAP for low-cost spay/neuter.  

 Referrals to health and human service agencies.  
 Referrals to foster care services/kenneling in the event a client is hospitalized 
 Partnered with the San Diego Pet Memorial Park to provide a memorial service and burial or 

cremation services in the event of a pet’s death  
 Foster/adoption of a pet in the event of the owner’s death  

 

Why We Do It:  
 To improve Animal Well-Being; keep pets in forever, loving homes and reduce the burden on our 

animal shelters  
 To improve Human Well-Being by advocating and empowering aging in place, dignity and 

independence  
 To be a bridge, connecting our clients to much needed human health and social services  
 To ensure help for people and animals all across San Diego County PAWS is San Diego County’s only 

service provider offering the full spectrum of animal care for the pets of low-income individuals 
who are elderly, disabled or chronically-ill. We’re county-wide; we deliver from San Yisdro to 
Fallbrook, from the coast out to Alpine.  



 
The PAWS Vision:  

 PAWS envisions San Diego County as a community cherishes the physical, emotional and social 
benefits of pet ownership.  Where it is universally accepted that Helping Pets = Helping People. Where 
animal care, health care and social service providers work collaboratively to address human wellness 
and strengthen the human-animal bond. Where volunteers feel empowered and successfully advance 
the well-being of people and pets.  Where our services are broad enough that we positively impact 
people and pets we may never see.  

 
[ƛǎŀ [ƛǇǎŜȅΣ t!²{Ω ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ άhǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇŜǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
LǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧactors that contribute to human well-being and aging in place are: communication and 
community engagement, access to health and human services, home safety and security, life-long learning and 
purposeful work. Pet owners report increased communication and engagement, exercise and play, as well as 
increased feelings of safety, security and comfort.έ  
 
άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΗ t!²{ works to keep animals in forever loving homes. In return, these wonderful 
animals, with their loyalty and unconditional love, despite changes in their ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
abilities, ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ life. Pet ownership decreases feelings of loneliness and isolation and gives 
clients a purpose, a reason to get out of bed in the morning,έ added Lipsey.  
 
How Can You Help!:   

 Host a pet food drive  
 Volunteer at the office  
 Support our annual fundraiser, Fiesta del PAWS!  
 
Contact us at 619/297-PAWS (7297) to start volunteering!   

 
About Fiesta del PAWS: Saturday June 11th       >>For tickets visit us online at www.pawssdc.org<< 
This year will mark the 11th anniversary of the festive, fundraising event. The afternoon of June 11th, Dia 

de los Animales! will be held at an historic Spanish estate adjoining Balboa Park. The event benefits at-risk 

animals and the people who love and need them. It attracts a crowd of more than 400 people and will feature 

live entertainment, libations, food and fun. Tickets are on sale now!  

  

Live entertainment will include classic Rock & Roll by Rea Carey & Friends; Lounge Singers Andy Anderson 

and Nathan Fry from Top of the Park at Park Manor Suites, and the R&B, tuxedo-clad Remembrance Group. 

  

Stone Brewery will proudly sponsor beer for the outdoor event. Cocktails, wine and soda will also be provided. 

The main menu, offered by the Fish Market includes an array of options for every pallet from meat and seafood 

lovers to vegetarians. Restaurants and bakeries from across the county have offered up their favorites to 

showcase in our decadent dessert bar. 

 

Well-behaved, leashed dogs are most welcome. Especially so, if they are in costume for the contest! Our 4
th

 

Annual Best Dressed Pooch Contest gives your favorite four legged friend a chance to compete for a year 

supply of Dick Van Pattenôs Natural Balance dog food. Sandie Lampe of KUSIôs Pet Patrol will be on hand to 

judge the contest.  

 

Additional festivities include Ziggy the Pekingese Painting Dog, Dog Treat Bar by Fido & Co., Spin & 

Win from PETCO Foundation, Psychic Paw Readers, opportunity drawings, silent and live auction and more!  

 
For more information about Fiesta contact the PAWS offices at 619-297- PAWS (7297) or e-mail us 
at paws.ed@pawssdc.org. For tickets visit us online at www.pawssdc.org  


